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Xopxe Jlyn Bopxec, oAvH U3 Ny4WwnX nucaTenel Halew nnaHeTbl, cosgan cbopHUK
"AHTONOrns daHTacTu4yeckon nutepaTypbl”. B KHUXKY BOLLIO NMOICOTHU NpOU3BEAEHUI
aBTOPOB BCEro MMpa, 0TO6paHHbIX C BOUCTUHY 6e3ynpeyHbiM BKYCOM U 3HAHMEM nuTepaTypbl.
Bopxecy nomoranu Agonbdo Bboit Kacapec n CunbsnHa Okamno.

OAMH 13 pacckasoB B c6OpHUKe NpuHaanexuT nepy Makca Bupb6oma (Max Beerbohm).
[atnpoBaH oH 1919-M roaom u HasbiBaeTcsa "DHox Comc" (Enoch Soames).

[eiicTBre pacckasa npoucxoavT B 1897-M roay, @ OAHUM U3 FNABHbLIX FrEPOEB SABSETCS. ..
OMsATb NMUCaTesNb, TOSIbKO YXE BbIMbILLIEHHbIN, MO0 UMeHM DHOX CoMC.

Bbl cneauTe? EwWé pa3, BHUMaTeNnbHO, M60 3TO BaXHO: Bopxec cocTaBun KHUXKY, Kyaa
BOLWEN pacckas bupboma npo HecyuwecTBytowero nucatens Comca.

TanaHT CoMmca MukpockonuyeH. OAHY 3a APYroi OH BblMyCKaeT TPU KHUMM, HO BCE OHU
OCTaloTCs NpaKTUYECKN He3aMeyeHHbIMU. KpUTuKy oT Konner OH He NpueMneT, u NpoaomxaeT
TWeCNaBHO HaAesTbCsl Ha NPU3HaHWE NMOYMHEBLUMX MOTOMKOB XOTS 6bl MOC/ie CBOEN CMepTU.
HeyamBuTtenbHo, 4To 3-ro utoHa 1897-ro roga oH MAET Ha caenky ¢ [bsiBosioM. B 06MeH Ha
BEYHYI0 BflaCTb NocneAHero Hag Tenom n gywon CoMmca TOMy NpefocTaBnseTcs BO3MOXHOCTb
OTNpaBUTbCA Ha OAWH AeHb POBHO Ha CTO neT B byayllee, NOCETUTb YUTasNbHbIN 3an
BpuTtaHckoro Mysest 1 HAMTW B TAMOLWWHMX KaTanorax cebs... Hy 1, KOHEYHO Xe,
BOCTOPXXEHHble OTK/IMKN O CBOEM TBOpYecTBe!

Bup6oM, OT MMeHU KOTOpPOro BeAETCA pacckas, nbiTaeTcsi npefoctepedb CoMmca, HO TOT BCé
WUrHOpMpYyeT 1 oTnpaBnsieTcs B 6yayluee. Bo3BpallaeTcsi OH B MNOSHOM oT4yasiHuu. Bo Bcex-
BCeX KaTanorax bputaHckoro Myses HalwnoCb NULWb OAHO-€AUHCTBEHHOE YNOMUHAHME DHoXa
CoMca: a UMeHHO, B KayecTBe BbIMbILUIEHHOIrO NepcoHaxa BOT 3TOro CaMoro pacckasa
Bup6oma! M 6onblue HUYero. HMKakmMx KHUXeK, OT3bIBOB, CTaTel. HUKTO HMYero He 3HaeT o
ero TBopyecTtBe. OHO MNOIHOCTbIO 3abbITO! PasymeeTcs, Ha 3TOM Tparnyeckom HoTe
nosensietcs AbsiBosn, crpabacTbiBaeT CBOK XepTBY U McyesaeT Ha rnasax y bupboma. Bupbom
)Xe OCTaéTCsl B pa3MbllUIEHUSX.

OH NpunoMuHaeT, 4To, no cnosam Comca, NpUCyTCTBOBaBLUME B 3ane noau 6yayliero 6biim
6e3MepHO yauBneHbl nosiBneHvem Comca. U fenaeT 3aktouyeHne, YTo OHWM, BO3MOXHO, ero
xpanu! A, yéeamslumnce B peanbHocTM CoMca OHUM, CNeaoBaTeNbHO, A0MKHbI 6bi1n 6bl U
y6eamnTbCcs B ero CywecTBOBaHMM Kak nucaTens, v AaTb eMy XOTb Kakoe-To npu3HaHue. Ho, K
COXANEHUI0, CYYUTBCS 3TO JOHKHO 6bII0 B TAKOM C/lyyae yyTh no3xe, yem yepes 100 net --
yero 6eaHsira COMC, KOHEYHO Xe, YXXe HUKOrAa He YBUMAUT n3-3a 6€3MepHON XUTPOCTH
AbsSIBOSIbCKOro o6MaHa...

MNepemaTbiBaeM B cerogHs. 51 AOYMTbIBAIO pacckas M 0CO3Hato, YTo, ecnun 6bl OH 6bin Npasaon,
Comc pomxkeH 6bin 6bl NOABUTLCSA B UMTanbHOM 3ane BputaHckoro myses B 14:10, 3-ro uioHsa
1997-ro roga. CoBceM HepaBHo! PasymeeTcs, s 3Har0, 4TO BCE 3TO BblAyMKaA... HO MHe BCé
paBHO OYeHb /11060rMbITHO. OXMAaHWe Yy[a, OHO XyXe 3aHO03bl. Pa3Be 4YTo npusiTHee :))
"Heyxenun" -- gymato, -- "HUKTO He cnoaobuncs NpuinTn Tyaa B yKasaHHOE BpPeMS U
npoBepuTb? Hy XOTb NPOCTO M3 MANMOTCKOro Ntob6onbITcTBa??? [a 6biTb Toro He Moxet!" 4
06513aH 370 y3HaTb. yCTb XOTb B KayecTBe HaJslora Ha Bepy B CKa3KW, BCE paBHO.

W BOT 51, BMECTO TOro, 4To6bl, Kak BCE HOPMasibHblE NI0AMW, CNaTb, B NONBTOPOro HOYM Ne3y B
MHTEPHET U MbITAlOCb packonaTb OTBET Ha 3TOT BOMpoC. 3ajaya AaéTcs Henerko, 6o
noHavyany MHe HEeU3BECTHbl aHITTIMINCKUE TPAHCKPUMNUUKU UMEH AeNCTBYOWMX nl. Mo3aTomy
4YacTb MOEro Mo3ra, HUYeM He 3aHsiTasi, GopMyNMpyeT TP BO3MOXHbBIX UCXOAA MOoUCKa:

a) HuKkTo Tak 1 He NOTPyAMCS NpoBepuUTb. MHe NNYHO 6b110 H6bl 06MAHO 3@ TakoW BapuaHT.
He 1O 4TO6bI A 0XMAAl0 OT YenoBeyecTBa B LiE/IOM Yero-TO XOPOLLEro, HO YXX He Takon xe
nHepTHoCTH!

6) MpoBepunn, Ho HMKakon CoMc He siBUNCS. YeroCnenosanoOxuaate, HO XOTb MOXHO CnaTb
CMOKOWHO.

B) MNpoBepunu, n B 6ubnunoteke n snpasay nossuncs Comc! KoHeuHo, ecnu 6bl Tak
CNYYMNoChb, TO WYyM 6bl CTOSIN ANKUIA U NoceroHs. Mo3ToMy BpsiZ M AaHHbIA UCXOA MOXHO
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NPpUHUMaTb BCEPbE3.

S copmynmMpoBan 3T TpU BapuaHTa Kak pas K TOMy MOMEHTY, KOr4a Hanan Ha cfeq Hy>XHbIX
[aHHbIX. HO MHe v B rof10BY He MpULL/IO, YTO PeasnbHOCTb NOBEPHETCS 4-bIM CNOCO60M, Bbile
He nepeyYncieHHbIM!

Ha 3Tom 3Tane HaMm npuaéTca BBECTM B NOBECTBOBAHME eLlé O4HOro nucaTens: HeKoero
rocnoanHa Tennepa (Teller). Kak MHe yaanocb y3HaTb, 3TOT YeNI0BEK AENCTBUTENLHO ABUCS
B YMTanbHbIN 3an BputaHckoro Myses (Round Reading Room of the British Museum) B 14:10
03.06.1997-ro. Kpome Hero, B 3a5e NpucyTCTBOBaNAu Apyrue noav, BuaoMMo, cobpasLlunecs c
TOI Xe uenbto: ysBuaetb Comca.

-1 Tennep nogpo6Ho onuncan BCé npousolueslee n onybankosan CBOK CTaTbio B
HOSI6pbCKOM BbIMycke XypHana The Atlantic Monthly, nog Ha3BaHuem "A memory of the
nineteen-nineties".

Hy v roe ctopnpus, cnpocuTe Bbl? A CIOPMpU3 COCTOUT B TOM, YTO S HUTAE HE MOry HamTu
TeKCT 31Ol cTatbu! Hu paxe kpaTkoro eé nepeckasa! @#$% N &ble kKonupanTepbl
npeanaralT OAWH-eAMHCTBEHHbI CNoco6: noanncaTbCst Ha BECb XypHan. BoT 3aech, ara.
Takum 06pa3oM, OTBET Ha MO BOMPOC HE CBENCS K OAHOMY M3 NpeayCMOTPEHHbIX 3-X
BapuaHTOB, HO K 4-My: "yAMBUTENbHOE PSIAOM, HO HaM OHO 3aRpetteHe naaTHo".

Tak pe3synbTaT 3TOro aHTacTUYeCKoro aKnepuMeHTa, BUAMMO, U OCTAHETCS HEN3BECTHbIM
MaccaM. K nosnHoMy yAoBONbCTBUIO [baBona, A06MBLUErocs CBouX uenen -- yem! -- He OrHéM
1N cepoi, HoO 06bIKHOBEHHON 3KOHOMMKOW. ..

...MNIN Takn NoANMCaTbCsA Ha 3TOT HecyacTHbIM The Atlantic Monthly? A? BoT Bbl 6bl
noanucanunce?
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